
Europe Café - 5 July, 2021

Online meetings for high school students:

When? 5 July 2021, 6PM CEST

Where? Microsoft Teams

Countries participating: Italy, Croatia, Portugal and Ireland Topic: Climate action

Sub-topics: Fast Fashion and Plastic Pollution
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What was discussed during the event:

Fast Fashion group discussion

● Relationship between the customer and the fast fashion industry, therefore
between the demand and the offer (compulsive shopping, consumerism,
latest fashion trends which imply the growth of the phenomenon).

● Stigma around buying second hand (it should be presented as a trend,
something is already moving among the younger generations)

● Greenwashing
● The dislocation of fast fashion factories (which are mostly outside the EU,

even when the brand is European).
● Sustainable fashion is too expensive for some social classes (a big

percentage of the population relies on fast fashion shops simply because it is
cheap, but they don't have a valid and cheap alternative when it comes to
sustainable fashion).

● Unsold clothing pieces, it could be useful to put them back on the market,
upcycle them or donate them to those in need instead of ending up in landfill.

Possible solutions to tackle the issue → educating people on fast fashion (schools),
since many do that on their own and only if interested; incentives for transparent
fashion industries which use sustainable materials and promote a true and fair work
ethic; taxation for corporations who don't respect EU guidelines on textile production
and fair salary to their employees; providing more affordable/accessible and
sustainable clothing items to every group of society.

Plastic Pollution group discussion

● Individual use vs corporations (we are asked to do so many individual things,
but corporations should be the ones pressed to change their
products/behaviours/actions).

● Rethink our actions, our choices as consumers, support the green
corporations, make more sustainable choices. Individual choice is what
makes the market. Demand for more sustainable alternatives.

● Implement regulation to tax the ones that use plastic and benefit the ones that
are green.

● Have more information on the products we buy so that we can make more
well-informed choices.

● Compromise between individual choice and pressure on corporations. Make
sustainable choices more affordable/accessible to every group of society.

● Governments should play an important role in this. This is a holistic problem,
the quality of life should be developed and made better.

● Taxation rules for corporations: this is how we can affect them.
● Tax only-use plastic products. Increase taxes for plastic packages. Make
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products that are more environmentally friendly. Incentives for environmental
alternatives.

● Be careful about greenwashing.
● More information on products and see which ones are more environmentally

friendly.
● More sanctions to member states who don’t implement the laws accordingly

(tax them or sanction them to make them work for better results).
● Make campaigns to educate civil society: the EU should give funds and

support to local organisations so they can develop programmes for schools,
companies and other working sectors of society. Funds to organizations with
good environmental practises. Align it with art to raise awareness.

Some further suggestions:

● Public funds should be 100% tied to alignment with the Paris Agreement like
the European Investment Bank does.

● Make green policies more explicit in companies.
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